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17 October 1949

MEHORANDUM FOR THE EXECUTIVE
VIA 1 Chief, COPS
SUBJECT: Distrivution of the CIA ¥Yeekly Summary

1. Requests are received from time to time from present reciplents
of the CIA Weekly Summary for an increase in the number of copies sent
to their organizations; requests are also received from newly created
organizations for inclusion in the distribvution, The declsiona conw
cerning such increases in the distridbution have been made, up it~ tiis
time, on a plecenesz), 2d hoc basis, TFhat iz needed isg a clearly
defined policy on the seope and character of the distribution of the
CI4 Teekly Summory, Iin the light of which the vresent distribution
can bs reviewed and future decisions coneerning its increasse can be
made .,

2« & poliey on the distribution of the CYA ¥eekly Sumnaary must:
{a) take into account the intended purpose of the Teekly Sumary and
for whom it is designed; and (b) make it possible to strike a balance
between servicing as many qualified recipients as possible and sabtigw
fying the security requiremants nf both CIA and the agencles which
provide the rew information.

8. The CIA Vieekly Summary was intended at its inception
to be a weekly analytic review of trends and davelonments of
the topmost importance, designed in format and manner of pre-
gentatinn for the hirhest levels »f the US Oovernment, Despite
later incressss in the distribution, the ¥eekly Summary still
conforms pretty much to this pattern. If the Weekly Summary
is to continue to get the attention of top-level readers, it
must continue 4o Le designed primarily for them. It must, in
ather words, deal for the most part only with matiers which
sffect US security quite directly; it must be kept relatively
general and brief, holding technical terms and detsils to a
winimom; It must take a broad, national view as opnosed to a
regional or departmental view, (It ought, if possible, to be
& T0P SECRET publicstion so that 1t can discuas all the proe
vlems of concern to high-level personnel.) Such 2 publication
e¢an be of only limited usefulness to readers on a level below
the one for which 1t is designed, although -~ guite naturally
and humanly -- 1%t will be of jnterest to thenm all.
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bs Although there certainly cen be no magle number for
distribution of the CIA Veakly Summary which will preclsely
strike the neoessary balance between optismm service and opw
timum seourlty, there are Iimits beyond which seourity will
not stretch, From & security solnt of view, an ideal distrie
bution would inolude only the tonelavel paracrmel For whom
the Feelly Suxtery is deaigmad. Any extension of the distrie
bution beyond that number ought tn require a joint roview Wy
CI4 end the intendad resiplent of the wsefulness of the
pblicntion for his n’fice, ‘nless usefulnasg o1 need — not
wersly Intorost = can bo established, the indiwidual ought
not to be included {rn the dlstribution, Mprecver, & decision
ought to Le nade hy CIA meourity paraonnel concerning ths mawie
mm lpits to which the distribution of the Seekly Sumunry cen
be saledy axtended,

3« On the boeip o7 the above ennsider-ti-ng, 1t is recomended
thate ‘

2s A written polioy for disiritatinn of the CIA Weekly
Sumzery be formidated olther by on gd hog committee or Ly
the Coordinstion, Oparations end Policy Staff, with mwrovision
baing asde in either event for full represenistion by the
Publdications Division,

be 4 review of the present Olstribitionm be made by the
shove group and the revised list suomitted to the DOY for
approval and sction.

¢¢ A procedure be sstablished by the above group for
antion on rew reguests for the Yeekly Summary.
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